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C. Aubrey Smith presents a characterization
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\\*is itrli l.t-ii from ji. his features plj< kered
t«!. into the ramilia IwI.m.- of a child about it,

'' huge '.'lazed haiitis clenched ami uil-
'. iiei t t| thetr.-"l\'t :t was astonishing am]

ii f 111 'Juicklj he gulped some tiling
.low. and I'.irtu d on with a grin and
st »'ol» mr by the .shoulders

Now I in the only lie,, man of the buiuli.
Tlo oi.lv one. |)nn'l you wish you were a
bat l,t lor and could to Hades oi Honolulu.
w 11. i \ er you ehost: w ithout a car'! ' Hoi ho'
ho"" lit- linked hi: arm in mine, ami said in
wi i In thought w:»s a whisper: "l-'or
II ;i\.ii's sake b't us go in and try to find a
i .i 1 think."

'"I course. I told ISnrbarn all about it !t l«
lit >. :o cstablivh your wife in the habit of
Housing you till her everything.and she
wis more than usuallj gentle to .laffery.
We carried him down with us to Northlands
lii.ti :if11*ruoon. calling at Ills club ttti a suit

In the car he tucked a very tired ami
co lfort .desi'dnu Susan in the shelter of his
u- ;.t .trin. Th» re was something pathetically
i.-i'tbr in the gathfiing t.f the child to him.
I '..I . a with lie! '). licit' woman's sense f,.|t
i". liai'tionics of chords s v. pt within him.
V to; w lien we reached home and were alone
to.;! thei .-lie s :11. with tear v- ry near her

I'oiti old .laft! What a waste of a life!
Wliv don't you buy a home and settle down
c.i foi t I It 1 >

itecause, m\ dear H.'irbr.ra,'" said .laffery,
starting off for th. interior of China the

I c .«f i t-r t o-morrow."
h i na *.'" t lioitl Ijavbata, \ a irti r 1 \ .

'I he Interior . f Chin iI re-t clioed, with
ii 11 lie iletlnitem ,-s.

\ year or two," lie replied, casually.
15 must l>e a <|ticer tliln--." said 1." "lo he

kii with no conception of time and space."
v couple of years pa-s pretty «|tiiek," said

1 i iferv.
,-c (|t,es a lifetime," said I.

ii the course of time Adrian and 1'oiia re-
. . t| from Venice. They were radiantly

i p \ , v t i > milch ill love With each othei,
fid tltttt ,i on their spacious tlai in St. John's
Wood

t't. titir first visit thev ti iitmr/hantly showed
rouml the esiabllslinicnt. Wc came la?t t«»

tw -Ttid\
ic.illy fine I mil y 'na I \ work.' said

Vtlri.'in. with a wave of the hand i ml it a t nu
it i^ct'iit table and chair, the iron saf», the

.»¦ ami the ba re walls "no really tlm
,, (i \ t work can lie done anions Itivnr-
i','i ..unditms. I 'ict tires distract out's at-

t. .1 ..ii armchairs and sofas invite to sloth.
|- ,. ideal of a nwveli fs workshop.""

!t - iiioj. like a workhouse." said r.atliara.
wti'' t -hivt r. ..Or a condemned cell Hut

i.jidenined cell ' 'ott'.d have a p'.ank
"

»..,!..{ t ante. They liad been married six
liiaim'tin! i in te" had h* eii puh-

i.-'iicd for neai'lv a year and was .-till st-llins
,, ...I ..ii.1 \ me, lea. Adrian flouri-hin -.

,, , h a".'-veiirlv ch-oue tn lauua ry had
, ,111 idea -here was so much
... the world. He basked In l-'oituio's

sh.ne Hut for all the ba-kins and all the
i ,... ..{ nerfect existence, and all his

.Vu. ue'sVionabl. love tor Dorla. and all her

.' oi sliip I'''"- iotjether with us ina.iifes-
. . . , admirable care for his material

welnheinu. AdrJmi. just at this ha st:ert i.K
t,e"'in to sti ike me as a man lucking some

( s-T. iitial of happiness-'
T-.ev spent i week or so with us at North-

t Adri tn confessed do^-weariness His
Jicjks contlrmetl his words.

11. was MifferltiK. poor fellow, from a

ne-vous breakdown. From l>or!a we b-arnrd
the c iiise I'.tr the last three months lie had
bc.-'i 'workina nt insane pressure. At seven

lie rose. at a iiuatter to right he breakfasted:
-.1 tciif-oasl In* took himself to his ascetic
woi k'i ."'ins and remained there till half-past
...i( \t font" o'clock lie hefjan a three-hour
sn. \ of work. At niuht :< four-hour spell.
f i.m nine to one. if they had no evenlna en-

«,.-enieiit. from tnidnluht t>> four o'clock in

tli>- morning if they had been out.

'. talked to him privately about it.
Vou wrote The Diamond Hate' without

tu-niiii: a hair Why should you worry your-
sc'l t<>~ death ill.out this new book?"
W e n lie a n .-we red I had the shivering im-

lire-'i'ioii of v.ca/.ei e,l obi man speaking to

in" The slight cast 1 liail noticed in his
blue eyes became o.ldly accentuated.

..The Diamond Hate,'" he said, peering at

me uncannily, "was .lust n pretty amateur
story The new book is going to stagger the
soul of humanity."
He went from n.id to worse One day.

iiiv .»Uv' for mv old friend, I tapped nn his
stiliH ilooi I had to wait two minutes.
Wh o at lenuth he admitted ni.. lookim; pale
and itisl'ivveiled .thf re were no traces of coma
visible.

."Why the deuce." said 1. did you keep me

hanging about like that
. I'm soi rv." he replied. "Hut 1 makr it a

fixed rule to put away my work".he waved
a'hand toward the »nfe."whenever anybody,
even Horia. wants lo come int.. the room.

I glanced around the- cheerless place. There
were no traces of work visible. Save that the
ouill pens and 1.lotting pad were inky, his
librarv table seemed as immaculate, as un¬

stained by toll, as it did on the occasion of
my tirst visit.

Adrian's friends objected to his killing him¬
self keeping his contract with an American
"publisher. So lie ami Horia rushed off to

Italy, whence we received glowing accounts
of Adrian's improvement in health. When
they returned we thoiiRht him looking old
a ml hag-ridden, hut Horia seemed happy. .She
had her own reason for happiness, which she
confided to Harbara. It would be early in the
New Year. Her eyes. I noticed, were filled
with a red :md wonderful love for Adrian,
(in the Sunday afternoon as we were, saunt¬
ering about the. garden Adrian touched upon
the subject in a man's shy way when speak-
iii'J to his fellow man.

"Why." said I with a laugh, "that's just
about the time you expect the hook to be
out
He gave me n queer, slanting look. "Yes."

said he, "they'll both be. born together"
That night, to inv consternation and sor¬

row, he welit to bed quite fuddled with whis¬
key

MIAI'TKII IV.
Never shall I forget that Cliristnisslide. Its

shadow has fallen on every Christinas since
thru. And. hi the. innocent insolence of our
bruits, we had planned such a merry one.

«"'« «v..ry(I,jf W* P'*nne«
I'M .!:. iTory. fnm,^!,?»«'U,< ,Mt* to <>"
he 1 -I h .,f I ii l. lr 'V,mc to «« on

heart and M>u, , , ou. sll h®w
took u|i uur |if,. |11MI

' ,ho work. If#.
th«s «j;iv before ... J, ..' "ioiikIi he llUd |rft tt
Kb./.ed iM.r vfr.M ¦,!'sl ,h': «..«* .

»t»w vuVlu,:;. '' 'auchter-lov.

A'I fin ii. Tile ''i'm'j'u, '<'r \va" clamor for
KoIiIpi uji Uf'i'c >,.. ..

But t hi; three

so I said i, , { last Klorious spurt,
book |..f.r,. i 'J)ri«Vin/iw fV,.i*h the wr^t

.f ik.'i T;,, w,lh ».«*
I«»UIIK..,| deeper III;' I «v!,i 'aspiration, had
' t it U «'| s I mowt .»

llllo Ills Work. HO

emerge from hi* when he did
frlotiilly mmikJ lu 1,1,5 "«»>* of
l»r..«r. s«. He Ui,t' fu K 'V-*''®" n Is of
reams. )|,. u

* : *fnjc Ills poefs
Prophet. I >;iu.

.'»{« in, inspired
member. Hi.- r ,Ik\ V*Kiiini»i» of | >».

Hi., rill row .If 0|»OMC«I Wi»n|t" «»>«s-ty J.
tin: strained Sf..

' -.wct.,1 his brow.;
in Ins eyi-x ii«. i.!,. , ,

"iconic permanent^ »'¦«». I rAJnWVn-
Sii«,«h,r,r.i" ,;ii sarwft;si

r;""" »..»& .»"'

r- v"" «»u5h,r'i
,,l»t V»,J wiffj wro';, -01'^,eaI'; r""»-

.^^i:;;;7'u.«;ralilIev^aBkcd.»«..! ft Joodr- W"-''J^ -Si,urt |ik,
»«" *«-».. lhe ««rs, P,3.

; <.N. .Vv:,1;S|o 'u.u'",V'1,l,,1hr- "Uv ">«! onlr
.< work." Tl. . [I .... r.. Jo BlJrh
,.''v *"*'.' charm. «i||^i w "'I 14 P'eani ..f

Aj,v,,,;V, Witt-kin., 'vij0 |Ln,y,wI'"«
tliins-s view thini lit" ''""""T*
his Klasiv «r,;.r,fh.''1'<y,i.« rinninB~

Wlien | tf., . r.
t s Or.fl.* *.

,7;!,'''r.r, "sr-"«» «.!,}'; WiMH'lnr'i"1 ,Ul"- «»!.
f|». f|,^> »»>.,«»

Ifi<l If ..ii |

ho< lfs.ifM,e man... aI1. thw ,||(a|ty»ll .1.-

"W"M. nnyhnu-." «-»:.> T _, ,|.o;,;.' 1, 'th^ ,orr*' ' of ,l|,.
position s n<>n11v fii,i«|,"f| ..

" ret, '"?d com-
«>., *7«.. morriin^ ,,r f, ,2 .

>.. '.er nff.i.rini: '7 M.,v <"""n
ik.oi, mm. I.ir,,).., -LT'I i" the ;,'ier.
»>.'» K (lyn;i ni'i- V do» \SunV T',r'"v

niu| frir ,I (1
'«« V nil front,- v,A;.r.|.

wil.i (toil iM
h,'rA'-.. i>..|)tl,|10 »i,.rf,

Ith-- mv ,vf; lVArtmvnUr'",V'- ^'''rb
on-irlint-. ..,.r tn\^Vr ,

"
.

' "r Mr,
»Iri p.i t <. n. .;! otvo.j t. r,.ir

*?"r »wo r.ro|>t||cri ae th<> r""."

'lr:,«-|.iir room. rn«i?an, fr, th,
<.hll.lr.-n 5ti, i,i.L- in

v^|,.,i
V \vh. ri 1 «:.w UnV''-, h-f .rV " n'n*

.T.tffr.-v. niioons,loij«| v ..i,'.'.. nf
i' were, nil vsi«v< I u r,,.,,

''" »>'m. n.

man. ^ It?, tiirro . hil.lVe^'1. n''.v«irn|
peperoljs -, rrn< ,.i

"u.ire.i. tu-n i,»r

I r' -1 J: . f J u"", :"r tn*V.
''' .'' .>!«.«.. «tt«n.K one^i ,u
. >!.Vloii» tli.. sii'...rI. Oivmpilnf'io rre.-ilnre Sne ,innii

»t i»i .**» jfr r-a t r,».s «

IliK 5=1 v f..et t«-o |t ",!'l''V,V siv f"'t (n
»

" Mn stOOnpr! «».#.?
11

rn- MP^rl. Olvmnh,', -V .
r th#l

Vns,:]7,z:r ,,f sh:.r>,H,,";M'"f1!,-;hnr;n,nV-r T»rJi,zv:^
thi^k lienvr^rSru'^'^r;'-- .'-"."I

..'inoenV^eTh'0'1 lr"J",u"r- ^ow'in^-'mar.:
Abwjt,,

.I'o^.r.:;;?: .--«v
'.¦rrilil. .-alnmitv. t'ome n
err,"

oine at our* R'.H-
I pficvrd it I.. .TaffV,,. ....

".<-¦-1 at ea,i, ;"dr,.,rHM ,v.
' \ny answer, *.jp".

*.. 11n
'Vfs ISoUlrro. fominr at .. ..

< - . nr rniiiul iininrr'"**r
\l>o .-.sk >tr.« ;n kinrfiv T.r.n-ion

fjay til,- n ntter v iniportant .. r
" TIT" h"'

jirew. '!(> A.lrian " v,1,1 r
rr;,T,!<lfn v ith.

l;«« k to mv horrible' ppreTir nTio"'1hummer. ' .i^nsions of ih*

lia'n.i!" ',0r'n- ' ,,n,'ci"tooO".. ,,c wave(1 ,

. Vl'le" Jo,Mh;lr;! m,,Vt wmf."
A«Vrl... so i-i'l romo.;",'oo ""voiflV |,{n"*V ..l'*

Woorl Xn ilBhts, w<.r,tVa/ r'7::s S»- .*«hn-«
..<"'1 «»io lia l| i.ortor e.,rrsr",/ ^ vV»«hul».
.'* ver" of riesnair. IT o or..ne,i ,1

fi"om f

I »"'l. fic.i his peakeri e.-.'p I .o'Ti r'*< " ',r,r,r
the in;, n f fa it That he i,.i ,

see fr<.ra
lf.» knew ii« of comLI °n

visitors of fhe ftolrierns
' s co"*tanf

"^Vhar.s the matter?" I askfl,;
>f)Ji ' >"«»ii k now, j» j j-

"N'o .'

»o Clv%
.inri whispered to rrie:

Oent forward
"Mr Koidero's dead. c|r"

71v ""-?-5i!£nfV?,,ni 11 ¦

Hie kitrlien. whence immeri,n» co«*ridor into
onierjce.i ,, professional mirso »!i" a""»-wnrH
sometliinir. HUted into DoHv, VA°' carrv'n^
tiic spare room i*ame for

ror,ni. from
woman whom we riirl not know -?!' '1'1 "r!v
floor was flunp wide oritn_i . V Tne «tudy
Jamb whs snlinterei V- "otired that (he
room r-ame sounds of awf,?l mon®i f,raw,"*r
entered and founil . ,1!! ' "loaning. We
helpless with srrlef 'p-,,hn. "1o',10r alone,
took her In her arms and ^no.^1. b>; and
s ,f> could tell us no,» i ife ?,,hfr- r,,t

fn (he hall and T.ftw,. « . »
n m»n«

Me was a vou, / nial, v^Vl' aml ,T xven« out
he looked relieved a? seeing i,^"011
The ns'ia'! n?ed?caI man 'u 2r,i',s f-illed in
for Christmas. r,

" '» "PParontly away
Is there a Mrs. Freeth here- °,, V'4 °'me-

Ws. My wife," said I.
' 'i.i'ik goodness .. iu ,1,-^,..

1 here's no one here ,-an-Vhi ,

thiiiff. had to get in the n

' '''><n« any-
woman." nurse «u.*J tiie other

va'!!lrtn,,>k.h"'' l>.irb.,r., Iron, h.r

tion.well.the «h.->el- hno k t ,ur co'"ll-
wii.Viminon effect " ltp no^ v«ry

vjirv
SI.innio"nned° and found'"ma"1"1 w®"

.L!££r\i<. ,k
I've onlv had time 1 r. ia state,
poor fellow was dead Coul^'V®
something »l>ont tlieni""

'">0 ,,M me

.ind a hit of the next to !ii:, wif.
,>r

.fust then the woman appea^d T-nm ri,^
>o..k doctor beckoned |o i!er | % '

te C
words. Jafirey and 1 followed i,A,.' , h'^
death chamber, leaving the do, to.- will,' f:'nl
hai., And then we stood and looked at all
tli'it u"'v i»»fi r»f ArJrian,

Presently ikirhara came in and nin h.,
hands on my shoulders. r

I must stay here. Hillary, dear. V.u mint
a lied ,ollr club. Jaffrev will take the

ear jui.I l>nn? lis. what w« .

North land-, and will look after tiling w?t7
Klleen And put ofr Kuphoni ia «d h«
others, if . 011 cart." ,"<l

And 1 hi'* 'Vila the fhristmas to
'"okcl f'trwiinl Wit I, such .lovous in'tiel'

pat ion Adrian ,1ml: his child uii. d"
"o-i» ton-.. he brink of death tV*'
whole wo"b| wa .leid And all thoJ, J"5
.lavs the |.,1. yellow f«.a ,hat wa. no;MVful
last "cit'y UUVht "r <larkncss 1,u»'fe' over the

tiod spare mo such another ChrJstmastJde.
t'l'o be continued next Snnriar.)


